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Nagoya University Graduate School of Law
Assessment 2014

Assessor: Kent Anderson
Professor of Law and Pro Vice Chancellor (International)
University of Adelaide, Australia

L. Introduction

Nagoya University Graduate School of Law (“Nagoya Law”) conducted an assessment of its
programs in February 2014 to which I was invited to be an external assessor. I have read the
materials and attended the oral briefing on 6 February 2014. My following comments are
based on those materials and my general familiarity with Nagoya University and the
international context of law schools around the world. Given my position outside of Japan, I
focus particularly on the international aspects of Nagoya Law.

II. Broad Conclusions

From the materials and exposure, I draw two broad commendations and one recommendation
which I set out at the beginning.  First for commendations, Nagoya Law is easily one of the
top three internationalised law schools in Japan (along with Kyushu University and Tokyo
University) and arguable the best. This places it among the most internationalised in Asia
(along with National University of Singapore, Shanghai Jiao Tung University, and University
of Hong Kong) and among best practice in the world. This internationalisation is evidenced
by the integration of international students, the outlook and publishing record of the academic
staff, and the overall culture of the institution. Below I suggest minor areas for possible
improvement, but I would count Nagoya Law as a best practice example already.

Second, Nagoya Law has impressively navigated the enormous amount of environmental
change to which all Japanese universities and law schools have been subjected to over the
past decade. This includes the changes to the Bar Exam (=114 5#k il F£); the development
of Graduate Schools of Law (K=FPeiE# 58 F}), Law Schools  (JEFFRZFBE) |, and Law
Faculties  (J5%%%) ; independence of public universities (7 A{k); change to legal
curriculum and pedagogy; and legal system reform (=]{%Hi| EECZ ). Nagoya Law has come
through all of that turbulence to have an excellent all-around legal education, impressive Bar
passage rates, continued research productivity, and financial viability. Others would be
more familiar with the domestic benchmark for this area, but from my exposure as visiting
professor at Chuo, Kyushu, Waseda, Doshisha, Ritsumeikan and Hokkaido universities law
schools I would put Nagoya Law among those best adapting to these changes.

My one area for recommendation is around how might the best aspects of Nagoya Law be
scaled to be offered to more students. The Leading Graduate School, Campus Asia, Centre
for Asian Legal Education, and other international opportunities available at Nagoya Law
make it the most internationalised in Japan. But, these opportunities are presently available
to a modest number of students and at a high cost per student ratio. These flagship programs
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create the positive international climate experienced by all of the students and staff, but
concentrating on increasing the impact of the wonderful projects to a larger number of
students, on a sustainable basis, would be my chief recommendation for Nagoya Law. This
is an area where explicit targets might be a useful tool, for example a target that at least 60%
of all Nagoya Law students have an international experience whether that be deep such as
Leading Schools program or briefer such as personally hosting a delegation of visiting
students.

1. Specific Observations

A. Undergraduate Education
My observation is Nagoya Law maintains the important tradition of a high priority on
superlative teaching for a core of domestic undergraduate students. The Law Faculty
provides a role as the leading university in central Japan for training generalists who are
exposed to and comfortable with the legal framework in society.

What is distinctive from my perspective about the undergraduate education at Nagoya Law is
its exposure to international students and providing the aspirational vision of continuing on
with study or work in the international arena. The presence of international students on
campus contributes to this, but it is also advanced by the active student club for welcoming
international students and the close cooperative relationship with the Nagoya Graduate School
for International Development. Put briefly, while performing admirably in delivering a solid
general legal education for the region, Nagoya Law distinguishes itself by being able to draw
and recruit particularly capable and inclined undergraduates into the international realm that
largely begins with graduate school.

While significant advancements into a digital strategy for Nagoya Law have been made, best
practice elsewhere is to guaranty every course has a consistent web presence and all course
materials are available on-line as well as from the class. This necessitates things such as
audio or video taping all courses and providing for discussion on electronic boards as well as
in the seminar classroom. Experience elsewhere has shown that rather than losing students
who take the availability to miss class, the availability of material allows the students to
customise their efforts to where they are most needed for their unique needs.  This is
particularly the case for international students who will have a different background from
standard school-leaving domestic students.

The Campus Asia program with Korea and China is stellar. [ would argue this is critical for
the next generation of international relations in Northeast Asia. There is nothing else in the
world that has the boldness of this project across the length of an undergraduate law degree.
My only reservation is the number of Nagoya Law students that benefit from this program is
quite small. Assuming the pilot is successful, to make a real difference to the next
generation it will require scaling up the program and addressing how to make it sustainable
without significant reliance on occasional funding from the Japanese government.

B. PhD Education
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The structured and diverse education system for PhD candidates in Law is impressive.
Nagoya Law academics are active in supervising an impressive breadth of subjects and the
structured progression through the process appears to be consistent with best practice.

The Leading Graduate Schools Program for international PhDs undertaken in English over
five years is an amazing program. The structured scaffolding to support students on this
long road is ideal. Adding to the normal advisor-PhD candidate dynamic, the course
program and internships makes for much better outcomes. This also leads to greater
employability of these graduates than the traditional thesis-only focus. My only concern
with this program is the very small size of the cohort and the sustainability of the program in
the long-term given the high cost academic support model currently in place.

A worrying observation regarding the PhD program at Nagoya Law generally, however, is its
lack of domestic students. This has two aspects of concern.  First, peer-to-peer learning,
particularly during the otherwise lonesome task of writing a PhD thesis, is crucial for
academic success. Without a sufficient pool of domestic students interacting with the large
cohort of international students, a lesser outcome will be had by all. Second, I worry about
the Japanese higher education sector in the long run if Japanese universities are not training
the next generation of research professors. Well trained research professionals developed
through a research specific regime are much better placed to serve the future needs of
Japanese law schools than a cohort of academics who come from Law School graduates
unable to pass the Bar Exam and find professional employment. Nagoya Law would benefit
from a focussed and fully funded domestic recruitment strategy for local PhD students.

C. Research and Outreach Activity
I believe Nagoya Law’s research and outreach reputation is higher profile overseas than in
Japan. In the North America, throughout Asia, in Australia, and in Europe, Nagoya Law is
one of the first places that comes to mind when considering Asian law schools. That
reputation is built on the excellent research generated from the Nagoya Law staff, but even
more so due to the international symposiums in Nagoya and delegations to the rest of the
world by Nagoya Law staff.

The Centre for Asian Legal Exchange (CALE) is a world leader in Asian Comparative Law
and Legal Assistance. CALE would be grouped with Lund, Washington, Wisconsin,
Melbourne, and National University of Singapore as one of the highest profile centres.
CALE brings distinctiveness within this group by its expertise in Southeast Asia and Central
Asia.  With the support of JICA, there is no centre in Japan that would have close to the
reputational value of CALE in the Legal Assistance area. Beyond its general reputation,
CALE’s expertise in Cambodian, Uzbek, Mongolian and Myanmar legal systems is
particularly distinctive.

In addition to CALE’s reputation in comparative law and legal assistance, Nagoya Law
expertise in Civil Law, Constitutional Law and International Law is well known outside of
Japan. Nagoya Law staff are active researchers engaging with their counterparts across the
globe and thereby contributing to the excellent reputation. One modest suggestion would be
to more affirmatively track staff research citations. Citation or bibliometric data was not
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provided as part of this Assessment, and while Law has not as progressed as the Sciences
good citation analytics are becoming easily available through tools such as Google Scholar.

IV. Conclusions
Nagoya Law is in a very strong position at the beginning of the 21* Century. Nagoya Law
has been able to navigate the tremendous amount of contextual changes facing Japanese law
schools over the past 15 years. It has retained its position as one of the leading legal
institutions in Japan and the primary one for Central Japan. Nagoya Law continues to train
the elite of the region for careers in government and business, and has staked its claim on
training the next generation of professional lawyers through the turbulent transition to the new
legal professional system.

The external assessment confirmed Nagoya Law is probably the most international law school
in Japan and one of the most internationalised in Asia and the rest of the world. The
internationalisation has been lead by a number of small discrete flagship programs such as
Leading Schools, Campus Asia, CALE, Global 30, but the net effective of all of these
individual programs has been to create a comprehensive international environment within the
student body, academics and professional staff at Nagoya Law. That is unique.

The challenge for Nagoya Law going forward will be how to scale up the impact of its
discrete international success to allow more to benefit. This will need to include a
discussion about sustainability as many of the individual projects are dependent on special
one-off funding by the Japanese government. Nagoya should continue to opportunistically
pursue all new government funding available (such as Super Global Universities project), but
I would also recommend it invest in converting this special funding into seed funding with the
aim of growing the programs into long term self sustaining projects.

I commend Nagoya Law for the success it has achieved and believe it is poised to deliver
even more in the future.
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